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Curriculum Overview for Spring Term 2017 Year 4 
READING 

Through Accelerated 
Reader and Guide Reading 
sessions the children will 
read  a range of fiction & 
non-fiction texts.  
They will need to improve 
their dictionary skills so that 
they can check the meaning 
of the more complicated 
vocabulary they are 
meeting.  
We will be telling stories 
orally. 
 

English 
WRITING & PERFORMING STORIES 
We will be using the Talk 4 Writing 
programme to help with our story 
telling skills. We will learn how to 
orally re-tell stories and then how 
to plan and write our own. The 
stories will have a mixture of 
themes and our writing will cover a 
mixture of fiction and non-fiction 
styles. Our first theme is ‘Losing 
Stories’ and will be introduced by 
the story of Lazy Jack. 
 

GRAMMAR 

The children will continue to learn about word 
families and how to add suffixes and prefixes 
successfully. Spelling tests will help to 
reinforce this learning.  
The children will learn how to add 
speech to their writing and how  
to use the apostrophe for abbreviating words.   
They will use their story plans to build 
paragraphs into their writing. 

Art & Design  
Based around theme of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings. 

Drawing 
Create textures with a wide range of implements 

Apply a simple use of pattern and texture in a drawing 

Painting 
Experiment with different effects and textures - Work on a 

range of scales - Create different effects and textures with 

paint - Mix colours and know which primary colours make 

secondary colours -  

Mix and use tints & shades 

Computing 
We will be writing programmes to make objects (eg 
balloons and planes) move in a variety of different 
ways on the screen. We will create fun games with             
                      our moving objects. Then we will build             
                       PowerPoint presentations covering an 
area of Anglo-Saxon life. We will combine features 
such as text, graphics and sound to explain village life 
in Saxon times and make our presentations 
interesting and engaging for our audience. We 
continue with teaching how to stay safe online. 
 

  

Design & Technology 
As designers we will learn new construction skills to 
enable us to create Saxon jewellery using a variety of 
materials. Of course we will also have to  
                      decide which techniques and 
                       materials are most suitable for  
                       our designs.  
                                            

Geography 
In our role as geographers we will be developing our 
knowledge of Europe so that we can locate countries 
in Europe and their capital cities. We will find out 
about some of the amazing physical features of 
Europe such as some of the spectacular mountain 
ranges and ancient rivers. We will look at the 
countries that the Anglo-Saxons and other invaders 
came from and think about how and why they might 
have travelled. 
 

                      

Mathematics 

Number/Calculation             
Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 

Find 1000 more or less than a given number 

Count backwards through zero to include negative numbers 

Column addition & subtraction up to 4 digits 

Multiply & divide mentally 

Use standard short multiplication 

Recall multiplication and division facts for multiplication tables 

up to 12 × 12 

Use place value, known and derived facts to multiply and divide 

mentally, including: multiplying by 0 and 1; dividing by 1; 

multiplying together three numbers 

 

 

Geometry & Measures 
 

Compare 2-d shapes, 

including quadrilaterals & 

triangles 

Find area by counting 

squares 

 

Describe positions on a 2-

D grid as coordinates in 

the first quadrant 

 

 

 

 

Fractions & 

decimals 

Recognise tenths & 

hundredths 

Identify equivalent 

fractions 

Data 
Interpret and 

present discrete 

data using bar 

charts 

and  

continuous 

data using line 

graphs 

  Modern        Languages 
  

Spanish: 
We will have a break from our Spanish learning this 
term but will look forward to picking it up again next 
term. 
 

Music 
 
                      The rhythmic sounds of Samba music            
                       continue to bounce around the corridors       
                       of Bawburgh school on Thursdays as we   
                      build longer and more complicated     
                      musical patterns under the guidance of                     
                      the Samba Team.  
 Science 

 
Our investigation skills will be put to the test when we 
examine a whole variety of Rocks in the beginning  
part of the term. We will be looking for similarities and 
differences as well as learning about fossils and how  
they were formed.  
 
After that we will learn about Forces and Magnets.  
 We will need to explore how magnets behave and  
carry out some tests so that we can come to our own 
conclusions about them.  

 

 

History 
History 
As Historians we will explore why the Anglo 
Saxons moved across Europe to settle in England. 
We will also learn about the Viking invasion and 
                  all the trouble that caused!  
 
 
We will visit the Anglo Saxon village at  
West Stow and learn about  what   
Anglo Saxon lives were  like, where  
they settled and how England changed as a result 
of their presence. 
 

 

 

Physical       Education 
  Swimming continues this term. 
 
We will be using running, jumping, throwing and 
catching as we develop our ability to play competitive 
games. We will have to learn how to attack and defend 
so that we can win games that we play. We will be using 
our learning in Tag Rugby and Dodge Ball. 

     

Religious    Education 
 
                      Our RE lessons will see us learning    
                      about the life of Jesus leading up to the    
                     key event, in the Christian calendar, of        
                     Easter. 
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